
Installing Python on a Windows Machine 

 

Step 1.  Go to Python.org website. 

Using your web browser, go to Python.org.  When on that page, click on Downloads  

 

Step 2.  Navigate to All releases page. 

On this page, the computer you are using has been recognized as a Windows-based machine, and there is a download 

button for the latest release of Python for the Windows operating system.  However, for compatibility with the code 

examples of the book, you want to download Python 3.7, so click on the “All releases” selection (circled below). 

 

  



Step 3.  Select Python Release 3.7.9. 

Scroll down to see the list of Python Releases for Windows and click to download Python 3.7.9. 

 

 

Step 4.  Select the file for installing Python 3.7. 

Scroll down to see the list of files that can be used for installing Python 3.7.  Circled below is the file for the executable 

installer for the 64-bit version.  Further down the list is “Windows x86 executable installer”, which is the 32-bit version. 

 

 

  



Step 5.  Downloading the Python 3.7 executable installer. 

When you click on the selection “Windows x86-64 executable installer”, the executable file will download, and the 

following screen illustrates that the download of the file used to install Python 3.7 is finished: 

 
 

 

 

Step 6.  Specify to add Python 3.7 to PATH and then install. 

When you click on that file, a screen appears to install Python.  NOTE: you should check the box to add Python 3.7 to 

the Path.  This is important for when we install packages (such as Pandas).  Click on that box and then click on “Install 

Now”. 

 

 
 

  



Step 6a.  Add Python 3.7 to Environmental Variables (If you did not click on Add to PATH when you installed). 

If you have already installed Python, but did not add Python to the path, you can modify the setup (go to your 

download folder and execute the Python installation file again), and select “Add Python to environment variables” in 

the advanced options: 

  

 
 

 

Step 7.  Open IDLE  

Open IDLE by clicking on Start (The window icon on the bottom left of the screen) and scroll down through the 

program list to Python 3.7 (Note that in my window I also have Python 3.8 installed).  Select the IDLE program to use 

Python 3.7 on your Windows machine. 

 


