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These satellite photos of San Diego, California, illustrate differences in resolution. 
(Resolution numbers indicate the size of the smallest identifiable object.) They 
also show recent advances in commercial satellite imagery. The top photo has 
25-meter (75 feet) resolution; major landforms—the hills and Mission Bay—are 
identifiable at lower center. Larger man-made objects—piers, highways, runways 
at North Island U.S. Naval Air Station—can be seen on the peninsula to the right.

At 5-meter (15 feet) resolution, clarity improves dramatically. North Island and San 
Diego International Airport are visible, as are rows of boats in the marinas and 
wakes of boats in the bay. Taller buildings in downtown San Diego can be seen at 
upper center. Shadows indicate this image was taken in mid- to late morning.




