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Other than the internal security threats, domestic intelligence, at least 
in the United States and kindred democracies, had been treated as a law 
enforcement issue, although this has become an issue of contention in the 
United States when it comes to terrorism and the treatment of potential 
terrorists. However, this nexus between domestic intelligence and law 
enforcement differentiates the practice of intelligence in Western democracies 
from that in totalitarian states. The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics’ 
State Security Committee (Komitet Gosudarstvennoi Bezopasnosti, or KGB), 
for example, served a crucial internal secret police function that the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) does not. Thus, in many respects, the two agencies 
were not comparable.

“And ye shall know the truth . . .”

Upon entering the old entrance of the Central Intelligence Agency 
headquarters, one will find the following inscription on the left-hand 
marble wall:

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

John VIII–XXXII

It is a nice sentiment, but it overstates and misrepresents what is 
going on in that building or any other intelligence agency.

What is intelligence not about? Intelligence is not about truth. If something 
were known to be true—or false—states would not need intelligence agencies 
to collect the information or analyze it. Truth is such an absolute term that it 
sets a standard that intelligence rarely would be able to achieve. It is better—
and more accurate—to think of intelligence as proximate reality. Intelligence 
agencies face issues or questions and do their best to arrive at a firm 
understanding of what is going on. They can rarely be assured that even their 
best and most considered analysis is true. Their goals are intelligence products 
that are reliable, unbiased, and honest (that is, free from politicization). These 
are all laudable goals, yet they are still different from truth. (See box, “And ye 
shall know the truth . . . .”)

Is intelligence integral to the policy process? The question may seem 
rhetorical in a book about intelligence, but it is important to consider. At one 
level, the answer is yes. Intelligence should and can provide warning about 




