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The September 2007 Israeli air strike against a presumed nuclear site in 
Syria underscores these concerns as well as the inherent ambiguities involved. 
After the raid, Syria denied that it had occurred, although subsequent 
commercial imagery revealed considerable Syrian efforts to both clean up 
and mask the site by extensive bulldozing. In April 2008, the United States 
released its conclusion that North Korea had been assisting Syria in building 
a plutonium processing plant, and not a peaceful nuclear use plant, at the site. 
As noted, the IAEA confirmed that it was a covert nuclear site in April 2011. 
There are several issues at play in this incident. First, once again there is the 
circumstance of unilateral military action being taken as a means of ensuring 
that the program will be stopped. Second, if there was North Korean assistance 
to Syria, did this indicate a possible violation of North Korea’s agreement with 
the United States (and China, Russia, and Japan) to cease nuclear weapons 
activity or, at a minimum, an effort to circumvent that agreement by exporting 
part of its program? Third, it raises the specter of yet another clandestine 
nuclear relationship to be tracked.

Pakistan’s nuclear weaponry has increased concerns about the stability of 
the Pakistani government. Two factors are at play: the fractious internal politics 
of Pakistan and the internal political effects of Pakistan’s cooperation with the 
United States against Muslim terrorists, including the presumed presence of 
other al Qaeda leaders in Pakistan. According to press accounts, the United 
States has given Pakistan technical equipment and assistance designed to help 
safeguard the security of Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal, although this effort has 

For Iraq, however, it was the perfect method, not because it 
was slow, but because foreign analysts disregarded it. The method 
allowed Iraq to procure materials that were more difficult to associate 
with a nuclear weapons program, to mask its status. A program of 
this sort was also more difficult for Western analysts to spot because 
they largely dismissed the approach out of hand, assuming that Iraq 
would want—just as the United States and others had—to find the 
fastest way to produce fissionable material.

In the course of U.S. military action in Iraq that commenced 
in 2003, expected Iraq WMD programs were not found. Some 
wondered if analysts had compensated for their earlier error by 
overinterpreting evidence of a possible program without considering 
alternative interpretations. The analysts themselves denied 
this assessment, and none of the postwar investigations of the 
intelligence community’s performance found overinterpretation to 
have been a factor.




