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supportive of the operation? DCI Dulles kept the Directorate of Intelligence—
the CIA’s analytical arm—ignorant of operations in Indonesia (1957–1958) 
and at the Bay of Pigs (1961) so as not to contaminate it with knowledge of 
these operations.

In seventeenth- and (to a lesser extent) eighteenth-century Europe, 
statesmen occasionally used assassination as a foreign policy tool. Heads of 
state, who were royalty at this time, were exempt from this officially sanctioned 
act, but their ministers and generals were not. Soviet intelligence occasionally 
undertook “wet affairs,” as it referred to assassinations. Israeli intelligence 
has allegedly killed individuals outside of Israel. More recently, a former KGB 
officer, Alexander Litvinenko, was assassinated in London via radioactive 
polonium. The British government suspects Russian involvement in the 2006 
assassination. The Church Committee (Senate Select Committee to Study 
Governmental Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities), chaired by 
Frank Church, D-ID, was formed in 1975 to investigate allegations that the 
CIA had exceeded its charter. The panel found in 1976 that the United States 
was involved in several assassination plots in the 1960s and 1970s—the most 
famous being that against Fidel Castro—although none succeeded. (See box, 
“Assassination: The Hitler Argument.”)

Assassination: The Hitler Argument

Adolf Hitler is often cited as a good argument in favor of 
assassination as an occasional but highly exceptional policy option. 
But when would a policy maker have made the decision to have him 
killed? Hitler assumed power legally in 1933. Throughout the 1930s, 
he was not the only dictator in Europe who repressed civil liberties or 
arrested and killed large numbers of his own population. Josef Stalin 
probably killed more Soviet citizens during collectivization and the 
great purges than the number of people sent by the Nazis to death 
camps. Deciding to kill Hitler prior to his attacks on the Jews or the 
onset of World War II would have required a fair amount of foresight 
as to his ultimate purposes. Little about Hitler was extraordinary until 
he invaded Poland in 1939 and approved the “final solution” against 
the Jews in 1942.

Britain revealed in 1998 that its intelligence service considered 
assassinating Hitler during the war, even as late as 1945. The British 
abandoned the plan not because of moral qualms or concerns about 
success but because they decided that Hitler was so erratic as a 
military commander that he was an asset for the Allies.




