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own knowledge or as sources of elicitation. This list is by no means 
exhaustive, but it does give a feel for the range of OSINT within the 
other INTs. (See box, “Some Intelligence Humor.”)

One of the hallmarks of the post–cold war world is the increased 
availability of OSINT. The ratio of open source to classified intelligence on 
Russia has more than reversed from its 20:80 ratio during the cold war. The 
number of closed societies and denied areas has decreased dramatically. Many 
of the former Warsaw Pact states are now NATO allies. This does not mean 
that classified collection disciplines are no longer needed, but that the areas in 
which OSINT is available have expanded.

The major advantage of OSINT is its accessibility, although it still requires 
collection. OSINT needs less processing and exploitation than the technical 
INTs or HUMINT, but it still requires some P&E. For example, most 
newspapers and news outlets have a distinct point of view (think of Fox News 
and MSNBC) and some are more reliable than others. A good OSINT officer 
or analyst would want to know this and to convey it to others using this 
newspaper as a source. Given the diversity of OSINT, it may be more difficult 
to manipulate for the purpose of deception than are other INTs. OSINT is 
also useful for helping put the secret information into a wider context, which 
can be extremely valuable. DNI McConnell referred to OSINT as the starting 
point for collection, as have others before him—in other words, looking for 
the needed intelligence in open sources first before tasking classified collection 
sources, either technical or human. Putting this seemingly obvious plan into 
practice has proven difficult over the years for a number of reasons, including 
preferences within the intelligence community and among policy makers for 
classified sources and the difficulty that the intelligence community’s open-
source activity has had in keeping pace with the explosion of open sources.

Some Intelligence Humor

In addition to GEOINT, SIGINT, HUMINT, OSINT, and MASINT, 
intelligence officers, in their lighter moments, speak of other INTs 
(collection disciplines). One of the most famous is PIZZINT—pizza 
intelligence. This refers to the belief that Soviet and now Russian 
officials based in Washington, D.C., keep watch for large numbers 
of pizza delivery trucks going late in the evening to the CIA, DOD, 
the State Department, and the White House as an indication that 
a crisis was brewing somewhere. The notion was that, after seeing 
many trucks making deliveries, the officials would hurry back to the 




