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•• But this leads to the second lesson: Social media, like all other 
collection sources, are subject to deception. A person need not have 
social media accounts in one’s true name. Individuals can have multiple 
Twitter accounts. Moreover, in the case of Twitter, it is possible to buy fake 
followers (such as 100,000 followers for $399). Twitter says that it tries to 
police such efforts, but this seems rather difficult. Third, it is a very raw 
source. Twitter feeds cannot be geolocated as sent, although these data can 
be derived through certain technologies. Therefore, analysts largely have 
to rely on the language of origin. That may be useful for those languages 
spoken in relatively few place, such as Farsi or Korean, or predominantly 
located in one place (Chinese) but in the case of a language like Arabic, 
which is an officially recognized language in twenty-four countries, more 
analysis must be brought to bear, looking for names, context, and so on.

•• Third, social media represent an evolving intelligence source. For 
example, the U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) has run 
successful experiments with Twitter and other social media that could be 
used to disrupt terrorist financial networks.
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Intelligence Collection: The Composition of the INTs

OSINT GEOINT HUMINT SIGINT MASINT

EO COMINTIR

Radar
Multi-

Spectral

OPIR

ELINT

FIS

Electro
magnetic 
Radiation

Clandes-
tine

Overt

Worldwide
Web

MediaExpertsAcademia Industry

Geophysical 
Phenomena

Materials
Nuclear 
Radiation

Geo Info

Social
Media

Note: This schematic provides a guide to the types of intelligence within each of the five major INTs.




