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Figure 4.4 shows how in any one intelligence process issues likely arise 
(the need for more collection, uncertainties in processing, results of analysis, 
changing requirements) that cause a second or even third intelligence process 
to take place. Ultimately, one could repeat the process lines over and over to 
portray continuing changes in any of the various parts of the process and the 
fact that policy issues are rarely resolved in a single neat cycle. This diagram 
is a bit more complex, and it gives a much better sense of how the intelligence 
process operates in reality, being linear, circular, and open-ended all at the 
same time.
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The Intelligence Process: A Central Intelligence Agency View
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Source: Central Intelligence Agency, A Consumer’s Handbook to Intelligence (Langley, Va.: Central 
Intelligence Agency, 1993).




