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scores, a high “switchover” threshold) with the profile of Democratic respondents. Does sentiment toward 
gays have the same effect on Democrats as it does on Republicans? No, the probability of supporting the 
requirement to serve gay couples starts at a higher level (about .25) and builds relatively rapidly, crossing the 
.5 threshold at fairly low levels of ft_Gays, between 42 and 43 points.19

Combining atmeans and over Options
This section has introduced two basic approaches to analyzing predicted probabilities in logistic regression 
relationships. Margins with the atmeans option, the MEMs approach, is quite straightforward: Specify the 
range of an interesting independent variable (the “let vary” variable), and then use atmeans to set all other 
independent variables at their sample means (the “held constant” variables). Margins with the over option, 
the MERs approach, adds complexity: Generate a factor (or use a factor variable that already exists in the 
dataset), specify the factor in the over option, and then specify the range of an interesting independent 
variable.

Of course, MERs-MEMs hybrids are eminently doable with the margins command. For example, let’s 
first expand the preceding logistic regression model to include additional predictors of supporting the 
requirement to serve gay couples: sentiments about Christian Fundamentalists (ft_Fund), respondents’ age 
group (Age6), and whether the respondent has gay or bisexual family members or friends (sex_orient_
fmfrnd variable). We might expect ft_Fund and older age groups to be negatively correlated with supporting 
the requirement to serve gay couples.20 Respondents who have gay or bisexual family members or friends 
might be more inclined to support the requirement to serve gay couples. The following is the logistic 
regression command for the expanded model:

19See Raymond E. Wolfinger and Steven J. Rosenstone’s classic study of turnout, Who Votes? (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1980). 
Using probit analysis, a technique that is very similar to logistic regression, Wolfinger and Rosenstone explore the effects of a range of 
demographic characteristics on the likelihood of voting.
20The right to refuse service to gay couples is usually justified on religious grounds.
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