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A box plot favors the display of dispersion over central tendency, providing a valuable complement to mean 
comparison analysis. A bar chart, which plots the mean of a dependent variable across the values of an independent 
variable, is aimed more squarely at visualizing mean comparisons by expressing them in graphic form.

The general syntax of the basic bar chart command is very similar to the box plot syntax. Note that you 
specify “bar” instead of “box,” and tell Stata you want to graph the mean values (“mean”) of the dependent 
variable across values of the independent variable.

graph bar (mean) dep_var [aw = weightvar], over(indep_var)

Sticking with our Trump thermometer and party identification example, we execute the following 
command to produce the bar chart shown in Figure 4-5.

Figure 4-4  Box Plot of a Trump Feeling Thermometer by Partisan Identification, Enhanced With Options

SOURCE: 2016 ANES

Figure 4-5  Bar Chart of Mean Trump Feeling Thermometer Scores by Partisan Identification




