
Chapter 470

Because our enhanced bar chart of the relationship between income3 and pid_dum3 will take more 
than one line of code, use the Do-file editor. The heart of the modified bar chart is the basic bar chart to 
which we set additional graphical parameters, such as the color of the bars, the background color, the x- and 
y-axis tiles, and a note regarding the source of the data. A bar chart of the pid_dum3-income3 relationship 
appears in the Graph window (Figure 4-2).

The replace Command

Stata’s replace command, a special instance of the generate command, can be used to change or 
replace the values of a variable that already exists. Unlike Stata’s devil-may-care attitude toward the 
recode command—if the user doesn’t consciously specify the generate option, the recode command will 
destroy and replace the original variable—Stata will not permit the generate command to overwrite an 
existing variable.

Suppose you sought to convert pid_dum1 from a proportion to a percentage; that is, you wanted to 
multiply pid_dum1 times 100. If you entered “generate pid_dum1 = pid_dum1 * 100”, Stata would refuse, 
saying “pid_dum1 already defined”. However, if you typed “replace pid_dum1 = pid_dum1 * 100”, Stata 
would perform as requested.

Figure 4-2  Proportion Identifying as Republican by Income Category, Enhanced With Options
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