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A keen eye, however, might spot some issues with this histogram: The x-axis ticks are too wide 
(ranging from “20” to “100” in 20-year increments), the bar colors are bland, the bin widths are arbitrary, 
and the background color doesn’t blend into the page. Let’s open the Do-file editor and modify the 
histogram options to create a more useful graphic like Figure 2-7.  

Suppose we prefer a histogram that ranges from “20” to “90” in 10-year increments. Suppose further that 
we plan to print in color, and so we prefer a bolder fill color for the bars and want the histogram to appear 
seamless on a white page. Setting the color of the graph region to white makes a big difference visually. Finally, 
we’ll use the histogram command’s width option to set the width of bins in this histogram to 5 years. This 
means the first (left-most) bin covers ages 18–23, the next bin covers ages 23–28, and so forth.

The histogram options “fcolor” and “color” specify the colors that fill and outline the vertical bars (sandb 
stands for “bright sand” color). The settings for the xlabel option are somewhat tricky; the range-delta suboption, 
“20(10)90”, sets 20 as the lowest displayed value, 90 as the highest displayed value, and 10 as the increment. The 
x-axis will then read: “20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90.” A nicely modified histogram appears in Figure 2.7.

Before we move on, a word about Stata colors. In the graphic we just created, the author arbitrarily 
requested blue as the fill color. This may or may not be to your liking. To retrieve the names of all built-in 
colors, type “help colorstyle”. For many projects, grayscale colors, which range from “gs0” (black) to “gs16” 
(white), are particularly useful.

Figure 2-6  Histogram, Basic Version




