
Chapter 11232

WRITING IT UP

Several of the datasets described thus far would provide great raw material for analysis. After you input your 
data, you can let the creative juices flow—describe the variables, perform cross-tabulation and mean 
comparison analyses, run linear regression and logit models. Rewarding findings are guaranteed.

At some point the analysis ends, and the writing must begin. It is at this point, as well, that two 
contradictory considerations often collide. On one hand, you have an embarrassment of riches. You have 
worked on your research for several weeks, and you know the topic well—better, perhaps, than does anyone 
who will read the paper. There may be a large amount of material that you want to include in your paper. On 
the other hand, you want to get it written, and you do not want to write a book. It’s impossible to produce a 
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