
Chapter 12

commands in a separate script file—a Do-file, in Stata parlance. With your commands safely preserved in a 
Do-file, you can mark and run a series of commands. In this chapter, you will learn to open, write, run, and 
save a Do-file.

INFORMATION ABOUT A DATASET

Now that we’ve identified all the windows on Stata’s opening display, click the Open File icon, locate the 
GSS dataset on your computer (the gss.dta file), and open the dataset. Double-clicking the gss.dta dataset 
file will also start Stata.

The describe command provides descriptive information about a dataset. Click in the Command 
window and type “describe” (without the quotes):

Describe data Describe data in memory or in a �le

Data

Stata tells us that the GSS dataset has 2,867 observations and 358 variables (Figure 1-2). It fills the 
screen with basic information about the dataset’s variables, including each variable’s name and label. 

The “more” message at the bottom of the screen informs us that the command produced additional 
results, which Stata will display when prompted to do so. To scroll through long output line by line, press the 
Enter key. To see the next screen, click the Go button on the menu bar (see Figure 1-2) or press any key except 
the Enter key. (You can set this “more” feature off; see the last section of this chapter on customizing your Stata 
display). To end the command without seeing more results, click the red Break button on the menu bar.

Figure 1-1  Stata’s Opening Interface




