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transforming nominal- or ordinal-level measures into interval-level measures; this kind of transformation 
allows the researcher to apply more elegant methods to analyze the variable. We’ve created a number of 
scales in the companion datasets. In this section, we’ll show you how we created the additive index of 
support for abortion access.

Consider measuring support for abortion access. Suppose you have seven variables, each of which 
measures a respondent’s support for abortion access in different circumstances. In the GSS survey, 
respondents are asked whether they think a woman should be permitted to have an abortion in the 
following circumstances:  

1.	 Strong chance of serious birth defect (abdefect)

2.	 Woman’s health seriously endangered (abhlth)

3.	 Married woman wants no more children (abnomore)

4.	 Parents can’t afford more children (abpoor)

5.	 Pregnant as result of rape (abrape)

6.	 Mother not married (absingle)

7.	 If woman wants for any reason (abany)

Now, each of these variables is interesting in its own right, but we are going to add these variables 
together to create an interval-level measure. Think about a respondent who does not support access to 
abortion under any circumstance. What would be his or her score on an additive index? People who did not 
support access under any condition would have a value of 0 on the new variable; those who supported 
access under just one condition, a code of 1; two conditions, a code of 2; and so forth. Respondents who 
supported access under all listed circumstances would have a value of 7.

Here are some suggested guidelines to follow in using generate to create a simple additive index. First, 
before generating the new variable, make sure that each of the variables is identically coded. In the above 
illustration, if the “abdefect” variable was coded 1 for no and 2 for yes, and the other variables were coded 0 
and 1, the resulting additive index would be incorrect. Second, make sure that the variables are all coded in 
the same direction. If the “abdefect” variable were coded 0 for yes and 1 for no, and the other variables were 

Table 3-2  Coding Protocol for an Additive Index of Abortion Rights Support

GSS variable GSS coding Recoding New variable

abdefect 1.	 Yes
2.	 No

(1=1) (2=0) (.=.) abdefect_r

abhlth 1.	 Yes
2.	 No

(1=1) (2=0) (.=.) abhlth_r

abnomore 1.	 Yes
2.	 No

(1=1) (2=0) (.=.) abnomore_r

abpoor 1.	 Yes
2.	 No

(1=1) (2=0) (.=.) abpoor_r

abrape 1.	 Yes
2.	 No

(1=1) (2=0) (.=.) abrape_r

absingle 1.	 Yes
2.	 No

(1=1) (2=0) (.=.) absingle_r

abany 1.	 Yes
2.	 No

(1=1) (2=0) (.=.) abany_r




