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owners were the baseline category. When we analyzed the effect of term limits on the relationship between 
public policy and abortion policy, states without term limits were the reference group.6 In all of these 
examples, the expected value of the dependent variable in the reference group equals the constant term, and 
the partial regression coefficients tell us how much difference can be expected when the independent 
variable values change. These all seem like logical reference groups, but we didn’t choose them. By default, 
the lowest numeric value of the nominal- or ordinal-level independent variable is the reference category. In 
many cases, the default reference group isn’t ideal and you’ll want to change the reference group to make 
presenting and interpreting your work easier.

6In the interaction example, the reference group is states without term limits with 0 percent pro-choice opinion.

Figure 9-1  Scatterplot With Regression Lines for an Interactive Relationship
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