
Chapter 232

If you want to see a palette of Stata’s colors, install this user-contributed program: palette_all. Type “ssc 
install palette_all”.8 After installation, type “palette_all” to see the colors.9

OBTAINING CASE-LEVEL INFORMATION WITH sort AND list

When we analyze a large survey dataset, as we have just done, we generally are not interested in how 
respondent x or respondent y answered a particular question. Rather, we want to know how the entire 
sample of respondents distributed themselves across the response categories of a variable. Sometimes, 
however, we gather data on particular cases because the cases are themselves inherently important. The 
states dataset (50 cases) and world dataset (169 cases) are good examples. With these datasets, we may 
want to push the descriptions beyond the relative anonymity of a tabulate analysis or a summary 
command and find out where particular cases “are” on an interesting variable. Stata’s sort and list 
commands are ready-made for such elemental insights. 

Suppose that we are interested in studying state laws that regulate abortions. For this analysis, we’ll use the 
states.dta dataset. The states dataset contains the variable abortlaw2017, which records the number of 
restrictions imposed by each state, from no restrictions (a value of 0 on abortlaw2017) to thirteen restrictions 
(an abortlaw2017 value of 13). If we were to run “tab abortlaw2017”, we would find that one state has zero 
restrictions, two states have thirteen, and a fair amount of variation exists among states. But exactly which 
states are the least restrictive? Which are the most restrictive? Where does your state fall on the list? 

8The Statistical Software Components (SSC) archive, which is maintained by Boston College, is provided at http://www.repec.org. 
According to Stata, the SSC “has become the premier Stata download site for user-written software on the web.” For more information, 
type “help ssc”.
9Palette_all was written by Adrian Mander, version 1.01, September 27, 2006. In Stata, you can use RGB triplet coding to request 
custom colors. These numeric color codes are less memorable but offer virtually unlimited options. For example, the statement 
fcolor(“0 0 255”) produces the same color as fcolor(blue). The statement fcolor(“93 97 255”) produces the particularly stunning blue 
offered in the SPSS color palette.

Figure 2-7  Histogram, Enhanced With Options 




