
Chapter 478

The strip chart created by this terse, three-word command is austere but interpretable. We can see why 
the mean comparison analysis returned interregional differences in the level of unionization. And notice the 
differences between southern states (code 3 on region) and western states (code 4). A group of western 
states has low levels of unionization, much like states in the South.

Now that we’ve produced a basic strip chart, let’s adjust some optional strip chart settings to make 
Figure 4-7 more attractive and informative. The following is a command for a well-optioned strip chart, 
adapted to the example at hand. Some of these options should look familiar. The xlabel(1 2 3 4, valuelabel) 
option replaces the numeric codes on the basic strip chart axis with the value labels “Northeast”, “Midwest”, 
“South”, and “West”. The jitter(7) option randomly varies the point placement a small amount so they don’t 
appear as overlapping points on a straight vertical line.  

Figure 4-7  Strip Chart of Percentage Union Membership in States by Region

The resulting graph (Figure 4-8) is quite presentable.




