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crime data where [path] is the location of the Stata-friendly census.crime.data.xlsx file (the path is machine 
specific, so the path to the file on your computer won’t be the same as the path on the authors’ computers).

When the import command executes successfully, you won’t see any response in the Results window 
but you will see the variable names appear in the Variables window. The option “firstrow” tells Stata to use 
the contents of the spreadsheet’s first row as variable names.

To copy/paste the edited Excel data into the Stata Data Editor, follow these steps, which are described in 
Figure 11-5.

	 1.	 Select the Excel data rows that you want to paste into Stata. Make sure that the selection is square—
that is, ensure that each row contains the same number of columns. Avoid selecting column headers 
and labels. Also, do not use Excel’s row-number markers to make the selection. (This copies the 
desired columns, plus a number of empty columns.) Rather, select the data by clicking inside the 
matrix. After completing the selection, click the Copy icon on the Excel menu bar.

	 2.	 On the Stata menu bar, click the Data Editor (Edit) icon. You can also execute “edit” from the 
command line.

	 3.	 In the Data Editor, click the Paste icon. If you copied data with variable names in the first row, be 
sure to select the option to treat the first row as variable names. If you copied data with variable 
names in the first row, Stata will paste the data into the Data Editor, giving each variable a generic 
name: “var1,” “var2,” “var3,” and so on.

	 4.	 If necessary, change the variable names by clicking Tools: Variables Manager on the main menu bar. 
In the Variables Manager window, highlight the current variable name in the left-hand panel and 
make changes in the Name box in the right-hand panel. By Stata’s rules, a variable name may be 
from one to thirty-two characters in length, although eight to twelve characters are usually adequate. 
Characters may be letters, numbers, and underscores. You may begin a name with an underscore, 
although Stata recommends that you not do this, because many of Stata’s reserved names begin with 
underscores. As you have probably figured out by this point, Stata is case sensitive.

Figure 11-5  Copying and Pasting Data Into Stata’s Data Editor




