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The first part of the margins output displays the indexing that Stata uses to index the “_at” values and 
assumed values of other independent variables. Notice that for each value of ft_Gays, the values of the Democrat 
and Republican identifiers correspond to their proportions in the sample. This is important information 
because, in reading the second part of the output, you do not want to confuse the indexed row numbers with 
the predicted probabilities at those values. Predicted probabilities are reported in the “Margin” column.

As we have seen throughout this book, Stata’s graphics can add visual clarity and elegance to the 
description of relationships. We’ll use the marginsplot command again to show the relationship between  
ft_Gays and the predicted probability of supporting the requirement to serve gay couples, but this time let’s 
write commands in a Do-file and add some options to enhance the basic plot. 

By default, marginsplot will graph predicted probabilities at each value of the independent variable 
(as specified in the margins command that precedes it), plus the 95 percent confidence interval of each 
prediction. The “noci” option tells Stata not to add confidence intervals to the plot; the confidence 
intervals are useful but can clutter this type of graphic. The plot option “msymbol(none)” does away 
with marker points so our predicted probability plot features a nice, smooth curve. The difference 
between the predicted probabilities curve in this MEM plot (Figure 10-4) and the predicted 
probabilities curve in Figure 10-2 that shows the effect of ft_Gays as the sole predictor is subtle. After 
we take party identification into account, the marginal effect of ft_Gays is somewhat moderated. On 
close inspection, you’ll see that the predicted probability in the MEM plot starts slightly higher and 
ends slightly lower.

Figure 10-4  �Predicted Probabilities for an Independent Variable With Other Independent Variables at Mean Values




