
Introduction to Stata 7

You’ll frequently execute commands with quotation marks, parentheses, and brackets. When you 
insert quotation marks, parentheses, or brackets in a command, they need to come in matching pairs.  
For every opening “, (, or [, there must be a closing ”, ), or ]. It’s easy to forget the closing mark, so get in 
the habit of typing matching pairs of quotation marks, parentheses, or brackets and then moving the 
cursor back to fill in whatever goes between them. The Do-file editor offers some visual assistance, but it’s 
a good habit to start with paired sets.

Beware of curly quotation marks. If you copy a line of code from a word-processing document or web page, 
it might use curly quotes rather than straight quotes and this creates a nasty, hard-to-identify bug in Stata.

Figure 1-4  The Semicolon Delimiter

Figure 1-5  Making Comments in a Do-file




