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Now, if someone were to ask, “What is the effect of employer status on marijuana opinions?,” we would 
not be misrepresenting the results to reply, “People who work for themselves are about 8.75 percentage 
points more likely to favor legalization than those who work for someone else.” (This corresponds to the 
average of effects of employer status for parents, 8.17 percent, and non-parents, 9.32.) If asked about the role 
of children, we would be well within the boundaries of the data to say, “People without kids are about 16.5 
percentage points more likely to favor legalization than are people who have children.” (This corresponds to 
the average of effects of kids for those self-employed, 15.82 percent, and those who work for others, 16.97 
percent.) All additive relationships share this straightforward simplicity: same tendency, same or similar 
strengths, at all values of the control variable.

VISUALIZING CONTROLLED COMPARISONS  
WITH CATEGORICAL DEPENDENT VARIABLES

Take a few moments to examine Figure 5-1, a bar chart of the relationship, analyzed earlier, between 
marijuana opinions and gender, controlling for whether respondents have children. The values of the control 
variable, parent, appear along the x-axis: “No” and “Yes.” The y-axis records the percentage of each group 
reporting that marijuana should be legalized. There are two bars at each value of parent. The lighter bars 
identify males, and the darker bars identify females. Appreciate the symmetry that bespeaks a set of additive 
relationships. For both sets of bars, the lightest bar stands about 30 points higher than the darkest bar. And, 
for bars of the same color, the one on the “No” side stands about 13 points higher than the one on the “Yes” 
side. Clearly, this graphic greatly facilitates interpretation of the relationship.

Figure 5-1  Bar Chart of an Indicator Dependent Variable With a Control Variable
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