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without generating a new variable, Stata will replace the existing variable, destroying its codes. Keep the 
original variable intact. If you make a mistake, you can go back to the original variable and try again.
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Scroll to the bottom of the Variables window and you should see a new variable, judges_elected, added 
to the list of variables in the states dataset. To make sure you’ve created this indicator variable correctly, 
tabulate the judges_elected variable.  

The judges_elected variable identifies states that elect appellate court judges. The frequency of 1s 
corresponds to the number of states that use nonpartisan elections (15) plus the number of states that use 
partisan elections (7). The judge_selection variable had no missing values, so the total observations of the 
indicator variable should equal 50. In the next section, we’ll learn how to add text labels to the 0 and 1 values.

Stata’s recode command offers another method of creating indicator variables. The recode command 
syntax is a bit more complicated than the generate-then-replace method discussed above, but it can yield 
the same results with fewer lines of code. The general syntax for the recode command is as follows:

Table 3-1  Recoding Protocol for Judicial Selection Variable

Judge selection method Existing numeric code (judge_selection) New numeric code (judges_elected)

Appointed by commission 1 0

Appointed by governor 2 0

Appointed by legislature 3 0

Nonpartisan election 4 1

Partisan election 5 1

(missing) . .




