
Chapter 16

Figure 1-3  The Do-file Editor

Another option for writing long commands in Do-files is inserting triple forward slashes, ///, at the end 
of the line to indicate to Stata that the command does not end but rather continues to the next line.

Insert short comments by starting the comment line with an asterisk (*). Insert longer, multiline 
comments by enclosing them between “/*” at the beginning and “*/” at the end, as shown in Figure 1-5.

In addition to inserting plain English comments into your Do-files to make them more user friendly, 
we can offer a few more suggestions to help you learn from our mistakes.

Save the Do-files you write with simple, descriptive names. Click on the Save File icon, select a location 
(such as your USB device), and save the Do-file, giving it a mundane but descriptive name (i.e., info_about_
dataset_variables.do). At the beginning of each chapter in this book, open the Do-file editor, write the 
syntax as described in the chapter, and save the file.




