
Chapter 474

For the Trump thermometer and party identification example, we would use the command below. Go 
ahead and run the basic command.3 We can add options to improve the graphic later.

Consider the box plot shown in Figure 4-3. For example, notice how spread out Independents are in their 
feelings about Trump: Their median rating is 40, but half of them rated Trump in the long interval between 0 
(lower quartile) and 60 (upper quartile), an interquartile range of about 60 points. Contrast this to the cohesiveness 
of the Strong Democrats: Their median Trump rating is 0 and the 75% quartile score isn’t much higher.

Notice in Figure 4-3 that Trump sentiments are so varied among Weak Democrats, Independents, 
Independent-Republicans, and Weak Republicans that all possible feeling thermometer values from 0 to 100 
are between the upper and lower hinges. Box plots convey a lot of information for comparative purposes in a 
compact display. Among Strong Democrats and Strong Republicans we can see outlier observations: Strong 
Democrats with very positive sentiments about Trump and Strong Republicans who give Trump low scores.

Before we move on, we will rerun the graph box command, adding labels, color, and other 
enhancements. The finished product appears in the Graph window (Figure 4-4).

3The “over” option only works for variables with numeric value codes. If the variable to be plotted “over” has only text values (strings), 
the command will not work. See Chapter 3 for more information on assigning/modifying numeric values for variables.
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Figure 4-3  Box Plot of a Trump Feeling Thermometer by Partisan Identification




