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For example, if you want to see detailed instructions on the codebook command you used earlier in 
this chapter to see more information about a variable, you would execute “help codebook”. The command 
“help codebook” retrieves specific syntax information; for example, the technical manual for the command 
will list all of the command’s options, summarize what the options do, and often provide examples of the 
command. Stata displays the requested information in a separate window, the Viewer (Figure 1-9). Once 
you get comfortable with the basic syntax of commands, help files can help you master them.

Stata Command . . .

Help

In addition to a raft of information on options and useful links to command elements, Stata 
communicates—by way of underlined letters—the minimum acceptable command abbreviation. As it 
happens, there is no abbreviation for the codebook command, but many of its options can be 
abbreviated. If none of the letters in the command syntax is underlined, then the command may not 
be abbreviated.

The more commonly used commands, such as the describe command, generally have shorter acceptable 
abbreviations. Commands that are destructive of data may not be abbreviated. The recode command, 
discussed in Chapter 3, is an example of a destructive command. 

Figure 1-8  Beginning a Log File




