
Chapter 110

LOG FILES

Unlike most data analysis packages, Stata does not automatically save results to an output file. This is not a 
huge disadvantage, because Do-files will permit you to replicate your work. You can also select desired 
output and print it directly from the Results window. Even so, you may want to keep a log file. 

To begin a log file, click File  Log  Begin, as shown in Figure 1-8. Find a suitable location, name the 
file, and click Save. Stata will now record everything, including commands that are typed in the Command 
window and Do-file syntax that sends output to the Results window. From within Stata, you can open and 
view log files, including the current log, by clicking File  Log  View. Ordinarily, Stata correctly assumes 
that you want to view the active log file. If Stata is remiss, you can browse to the current log’s location. Of 
course, using the File  Log menu, log files can be suspended, resumed, and closed.

GETTING HELP

To view the formal how-to manual for any Stata command, use the aptly named help command. The syntax 
of the help command is as follows:

help command_name

Figure 1-7  Copying and Pasting Results Into Word




