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Case 2.1
Social Enterprise London: A Founder’s Story 

In 1997, discussions started amongst London cooperatives and their development agencies (CDAs) on creating a new London-wide support agency. We had several discussions in general meetings at Computercraft Ltd, then Phil Cole and I attended the meetings that established the new agency in early 1998. All but one of the founding subscribers had direct links to the cooperative movement. My recollection was that we discussed this as a rebranding exercise. It was by no means clear that we would use the term ‘social enterprise’ and we discussed various alternatives. I recollect Malcolm Corbett (from the worker cooperative Poptel) acting as chair. He was aware of developments in Europe through his discussions with Pauline Green, an MEP involved in international cooperative development. Malcolm had sway, so we were persuaded. In 2002, the Social Enterprise Coalition (SEC) was formed by Helen Barber (of Cooperatives UK) and John Goodman (a consultant with links to Employee Ownership Solutions Ltd). The registered office was the Cooperative Union in Manchester. Jonathan Bland, CEO at Social Enterprise London, moved to the Social Enterprise Coalition, but not before establishing a degree programme at the University of East London, and securing funding for an academic journal.
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