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[bookmark: _GoBack]Socially Responsible Businesses - Merck and the Mectizan Drug Project
Merck elected to develop and give away Mectizan, a drug to cure ‘river blindness’, a disease that infected over a million people in the Third World with parasitic worms that swarmed through body tissue and eventually into the eyes, causing painful blindness. A million customers is a good-sized market, except that these were customers who could not afford the product. Knowing that the project would not produce a large return on investment – if it produced one at all – the company nonetheless went forward with the hope that some government agencies or other third parties would purchase and distribute the product once available. No such luck, so Merck elected to establish a trust to give the drug away free to all who needed it... at its own expense. 
When asked why the company had pursued the project despite the possibility of making a financial loss, senior executives said that they saw it as important to maintain the morale of their scientists.
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