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Case 2.6
Growing International Cooperation  

[bookmark: _Hlk524531326][bookmark: _GoBack]At the International Co-operative Summits in Quebec (October 2014 and 2016), global reports were submitted by EURICSE, CICOPA and the United Nations that are producing new claims about the prospects of the co-operative economy:
· Estimates for employment in Co-operative and Mutual Enterprises (CMEs) have been revised upward from 100 million jobs (in 2012) to 250 million jobs (in 2014) following new research in 75 countries by CICOPA. They were raised again to 279 million jobs in 2017 (Eum, 2017). 
· Estimates of the value of goods and services traded by CMEs has been revised up from ‘over $1 trillion dollars’ (in 2012) to ‘$2.6 trillion’ (in 2014) following improvements in data collection by EURICSE for the World Cooperative Monitor.  Over a quarter of financial services in Europe are provided by mutual financial institutions.
· That the United Nations has found statistically significant links between reported levels of cooperative development and its index of social progress indicators, a finding ‘cautiously welcomed’ by the International Cooperative Alliance.
· Universities have created a social enterprise (IS4OA CIC) that promotes open access to top quality research. At the time of writing, 3,001,707 academic articles (up from 2,197,368 in July 2015) were available from 11,146 journals. In July 2015, the UK government announced it would only pay universities for research allowance if outputs were available to the public on an open access basis.
· Fairtrade International (2013) reports that sales by small producer organisations (SPOs) rose by 41 per cent in 2012 to €822 million, whilst fairtrade premiums rose by 52 per cent. In contrast, fair trade sales by ‘hired labour organisations’ (HLOs) were unchanged at €91 million, and fair trade premiums to them fell by 3 per cent. This trend is confirmed by the 2015 Fairtrade Foundation report which shows a 35 per cent increase in the number of certified producers from 2010 to 2014 and the proportion of SPOs rising from 73 to 80 per cent.

Sources: Ridley-Duff & Hurst, 2014; Ridley-Duff and Bull, 2018.
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