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Excerpt: About Stratfor14

The Stratfor Difference

▸▸ Analysis and forecasting capabilities for more than 175 countries

▸▸ Unparalleled expertise in the world’s most complex environments

▸▸ Clients get direct access to a team of experts

▸▸ 16 years of accurate forecasting, using proven geopolitical methodology

▸▸ Multinational professionals who speak 29 languages and live in every region

▸▸ Trusted partner of leading Fortune 500 companies, financial institutions, natural 
resource firms, non-profits and high-net worth individuals

▸▸ Proven track record maximizing investment opportunities

▸▸ No political agenda and no national bias

These companies use only unclassified materials but have the advantage of 
being able to draw on a huge array of U.S. and foreign subject-matter experts. 
Stratfor is an excellent example of such a company.

Finally, in addition to the state and local government-owned fusion centers, 
DHS has also supported the creation of private-sector intelligence organiza-
tions called Information Sharing and Analysis Centers (ISACs) that provide 
intelligence support to critical infrastructure owners and operators. ISACs are 
owned and operated by the economic sector they support; so they can be con-
sidered “departmental intelligence.” Each ISAC has its own mission statement, 
but in all cases the thrust is to provide threat information (intelligence) to its 
membership. For example, here is WaterISAC’s self-description:15

The Water Information Sharing and Analysis Center (WaterISAC) was 
authorized by Congress in 2002 and created and managed by the water sec-
tor. Its mission is to keep drinking water and wastewater utility managers 
informed about potential risks to the nation’s water infrastructure from con-
tamination, terrorism and cyber threats. The mission has been expanded to 
help utilities respond to and recover from all hazards.

Funded by membership fees and matching federal funds, WaterISAC links 
members through a secure online portal. The Member base includes water 




