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Given the surge in attacks against U.S. targets and the dire outlook, it is not 
surprising that the U.S. government would meet at the highest level to consider 
taking direct and/or indirect actions to reduce or eliminate the MRTA threat. 
At the national level, intelligence informs policymakers of the threat, but it 
does not direct a policy response or even openly suggest approaches. It does, 
however, point to possible weaknesses that could be exploited to bring down 
the MRTA. These reported weaknesses are in the area of funding and personnel. 
Once again, here are direct quotes from the report.

Excerpt: Possible Weaknesses of the MRTA Threat

Funding: MRTA supports its activities largely through bank robberies, kidnappings, and 
extortion. . . . The MRTA has well-established support groups in both Sweden and 
France. These groups provide money, medicine, clothing, and political support. . . . MRTA 
was suffering severe economic problems at the time of its 27 August 1990 
Congress. . . . The organization was “no longer” receiving firm support from the Soviet 
Union, Cuba, or Nicaragua; had not received enough “taxes” from the narcotics traf-
fickers to cover MRTA’s expenses; and had experienced further hardship from [the gov-
ernment’s] economic shock program . . . [but an] improvement in financing may 
be . . . the result of the groups’ increased kidnapping and extortion activities in recent 
months. Given Libya’s past support to the group, Tripoli may have recently provided 
limited funding.

Personnel: Many MRTA members are full-time professional combatants who receive a 
salary from the organization.

Strategy, tactics, and operations: Since it began operations in 1983, the organization has 
hit US targets over 100 times. . . . MRTA attacks since last November appear to depart 
from the practice of trying to minimize casualties and collateral damage . . . recent MRTA 
attacks, including car bombings, have taken place during the day when passersby were 
within range. . . . Since beginning of the year (in the last two months) it carried out at 
least 25 attacks against US interests, including an RPG-7 and automatic weapons fired 
at the US Embassy. . . . In an afternoon bombing in January against the office of the 
Interior Ministry two people were killed, as many as 100 others injured. . . .

Outlook: The MRTA poses one of the most serious terrorist threats to US interests in Latin 
America today—a threat that may extend beyond the borders of Peru as a result of the 
group’s ties with other Latin American terrorist groups.




