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An NIE represents the U.S. IC’s most authoritative and coordinated written 
assessment of a specific national-security issue—in this case, the terrorism 
threat. NIEs are produced under the guidance of the NIC, which is the IC’s 
center for midterm and long-term strategic thinking. The NIC employs 
national intelligence officers (NIOs)—senior experts drawn from agencies of 
the IC and from outside the government—who, among their other 
responsibilities, head up the NIE preparation process.

Figure 3.1 ▸ Intelligence Support to Homeland Security: Policy Formulation
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