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agents a summary of information known to the FBI concerning the back-
grounds and activities of the major Arab commando groups and the potential 
for violence in the United States. It clearly warns that acts of terrorism like those 
in Europe could occur in the United States. The report accomplishes its goal as 
a warning document, because no agent who reads the report could walk away 
denying that the fedayeen are a potential threat in his or her area of operations.

This first report is helpful to the special agents in charge (SACs) of the FBI 
field offices because it focuses their attention on the issue. But the report lacks 
much of the detailed information needed to enable the SAC to plan an opera-
tion to infiltrate the fedayeen or their U.S. adherents. To help fill this gap, the 
FBI prepared a second, more operational/tactical monograph that set forth a 
profile of the fedayeen terrorist based on an analysis of the activities of those 
involved in the attacks abroad.15

According to its introduction, the purpose of this profile is to enable field 
offices to develop more effective informant coverage of Arab activities in the 
United States, including any plans to conduct terrorist activities. The entire 
profile16 is available online. As you study the excerpts from this second FBI 
report, you will see how simple it is to create a set of indicators for use in spotting 
individuals who could then be recruited as informants.

Excerpts: The Fedayeen Terrorist—A Profile17

Background

The terrorist will almost invariably be an Arab national, having been born and raised in 
Palestine or one of the Arab countries most involved with Israel.

The terrorist can be a member of either sex and most probably in his/her 20’s or 30’s. . . .

Language Ability

There will not be a requirement that the terrorist speak the language of the target country. . . .

Documentation

The terrorist will have documentation of some sort and will not have been smuggled 
clandestinely into the target country. . . .
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