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destroying the MRTA. It would also consider law enforcement assistance to the 
Peruvian government. After the NSC provided general guidance on policy 
goals, the NCTC would lead the interagency effort to develop an integrated 
offensive operational plan. Individual agencies would then carry out the plan 
on the ground in Peru.

Strategic Intelligence for Policymakers
The intelligence report discussed below provides the NSC an overview of the 

MRTA, the threat it poses to the United States, and the probable intensification 
of that threat if the United States does not take action. By reading and digesting 
this report, the NSC decision makers around the table will achieve a common, 

shared understanding of 
the MRTA threat, its orga-
nizational strengths and 
we a kness es ,  and  t he 
Peruvian context within 
which it functions. The 
intelligence report also 
provides enough informa-
tion on how the MRTA 
operates so that decision 
makers can identify which 
o f  t h e i r  t o o l s  a n d 

approaches will be most effective in dismantling and destroying the MRTA. 
Below are some direct quotes from the declassified intelligence report.

Excerpt: The Tupac Amaru Revolutionary  
Movement (MRTA) Threat17

Intent: The MRTA is a Marxist-Leninist organization determined to seize power to rid Peru of 
[an] “imperialist” presence, specifically US influence . . . growing dominance of hardliners 
within its leadership . . . declared “war” on the United States in mid-January 1991 and 
labeled all US installations, personnel, and economic enterprises in Peru as legitimate targets.

Capabilities: Has about 1,000 hard-core members with another several thousand sup-
porters and sympathizers . . . Cuban-style command structure . . . security measures well 
planned and strict.




