
4  Federal Agencies Disrupt, Dismantle, and Destroy Terrorist Groups  119

be able to provide foreign governments detailed information on which of their 
citizens are involved. The original intelligence report gives a broad overview of 
these connections, but diplomats need specific information. The MRTA relies 
on Cuba and Libya for supplies and financing, but the extent of this support 
and whether or not it continues is currently unknown. The MRTA is also con-
nected with support groups in Europe; specifically, there is confirmation of 
connections to support groups in France and Sweden. The MRTA has also 
been linked to other terrorist and criminal organizations. These groups include 
the Colombian narcotics cartels and other terrorist and insurgent organizations 
from South America. It also appears that at least a part of the movement’s 
financing is linked directly to the drug trade, and the State Department and 
DEA would need to know their rela-
tionships to drug traffickers.

To gauge the feasibility of public 
diplomacy initiatives, the State 
Department would use intelligence 
assessments on the views of local 
populations and the degree to which 
they support the MRTA based on 
ideology versus financial reasons. 
Many fighters in the MRTA are peas-
ants who receive a salary for their 
service. If we obtain better information about the MRTA’s financial situation, we 
might be able to reduce its funding and limit its ability to recruit new members.

All these actions, plus FBI support to Peruvian law enforcement, would be 
included in the diplomacy plan.

Intelligence Support to Covert Action
Finally, the CIA would prepare a covert action plan for dealing with the 

MRTA. We can envision the type of actions the CIA might propose by building 
on those undertaken to defeat bin Ladin before 9/11. Specifically, such a covert 
action plan might call for the CIA to

1.	 disrupt MRTA financial streams;

2.	 disseminate propaganda to reduce public support for the MRTA;

3.	 create mistrust within the MRTA itself;

RESEARCH ISSUE

The State Department requires specific, 
detailed information for use in convincing a 
foreign country to take action. Intelligence 
agencies do not want to provide such spe-
cific information. Why? How would you 
resolve this controversy?




