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The NIE process,3 from inception to completion, progresses as follows 
(see Figure 3.2):

	 1.	 A senior executive branch official, a committee chair of the House or 
Senate, or a senior military official can request an NIE. An estimate can 
also be initiated independently by the NIC. The request is authorized 

Figure 3.2 ▸ The NIE Production Process
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