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Prudential’s need for intelligence support began in 2004, after intelligence 
and military “authorities found what they said was unusually detailed informa-
tion on a purported al-Qaida plot.”32 In a July 2004 Central Intelligence 
Agency–Pakistani operation, a Pakistani home suspected to be housing  
al-Qa’ida leaders and affiliates was raided and found to contain a laptop com-
puter and numerous information-rich disk files. The computer and files were 
seized from Mohammed Naeem Noor Khan, an al-Qa’ida operative who was 
captured in the raid. Within the files, officials found a 40-page report on the 
Prudential headquarters building.33

The report contained more than 100 photographs, observations of traffic 
flow around the building, escape routes out of Newark, and suggestions for 
where to place a vehicle-borne improvised explosive device outside or inside 
the building’s basement garage. The al-Qa’ida operative had taken photos of 
the building from a nearby Starbucks coffee shop and even from directly 
beside the building, from all angles. He said the surveying individual was ada-
mant in his report about destroying the building and causing mass casualties. 
Paul DeMatteis34 said the affiliate repeatedly mentioned Prudential as a worthy 
target because of its world brand. Also, because of the headquarters’ location—
which is not near any potential bridge or tunnel security choke points—the 
attack would likely have a high success rate.

Also found in the raid were similar reports detailing attack plans for the 
New York offices of Citigroup and the New York Stock Exchange, and the 
headquarters of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank in 

life insurance available to working-class citizens. The company has been built on its life 
insurance and asset management expertise.31 Prudential’s logo, The Rock of Gibraltar, is 
one of the most recognized corporate symbols in the world.

The company offers life insurance, annuities, mutual funds, pension- and retirement-
related investments, administration and asset management, securities brokerage services, 
and commercial and residential real estate in most U.S. states. It employs nearly 40,000 
workers and comprises about $450 billion in total assets. Prudential’s headquarters re-
mains in Newark to this day, but the company has expanded its enterprise around the 
world, including to countries in Asia, Europe, and Latin America. With services offered in 
more than 30 countries worldwide and $2 trillion of life insurance held, Prudential is a 
globally successful brand.
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