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focus on information-sharing, law enforcement cooperation, and establishing new prac-
tices to counter evolving adversaries. We will also help states avoid becoming terrorist 
safe havens by helping them build their capacity for responsible governance and security 
through development and security sector assistance.

Deliver Swift and Sure Justice: To effectively detain, interrogate, and prosecute terrorists, 
we need durable legal approaches consistent with our security and our values. We 
adhere to several principles: we will leverage all available information and intelligence to 
disrupt attacks and dismantle al-Qa’ida and affiliated terrorist organizations; we will 
bring terrorists to justice; we will act in line with the rule of law and due process; we will 
submit decisions to checks and balances and accountability; and we will insist that mat-
ters of detention and secrecy are addressed in a manner consistent with our Constitution 
and laws. To deny violent extremists one of their most potent recruitment tools, we will 
close the prison at Guantanamo Bay.

Resist Fear and Overreaction: The goal of those who perpetrate terrorist attacks is in part 
to sow fear. If we respond with fear, we allow violent extremists to succeed far beyond 
the initial impact of their attacks, or attempted attacks—altering our society and enlarg-
ing the standing of al-Qa’ida and its terrorist affiliates far beyond its actual reach. 
Similarly, overreacting in a way that creates fissures between America and certain regions 
or religions will undercut our leadership and make us less safe.

Contrast Al-Qa’ida’s Intent to Destroy with Our Constructive Vision: While violent extrem-
ists seek to destroy, we will make clear our intent to build. We are striving to build 
bridges among people of different faiths and regions. We will continue to work to resolve 
the Arab–Israeli conflict, which has long been a source of tension. We will continue to 
stand up for the universal rights of all people, even for those with whom we disagree. We 
are developing new partnerships in Muslim communities around the world on behalf of 
health, education, science, employment, and innovation. And through our broader 
emphasis on Muslim engagement, we will communicate our commitment to support the 
aspirations of all people for security and opportunity. Finally, we reject the notion that 
al-Qa’ida represents any religious authority. They are not religious leaders, they are killers; 
and neither Islam nor any other religion condones the slaughter of innocents.
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