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“There are always tons of cops in Times Square. Once we realized that this could be 
some kind of attack they started backing people up and expanding the evacuation area,” 
says Kazan, who moved his ladder truck back by another block, widening the distance 
between people on the street and a possible explosion.

The expanded evacuation area made the standard traffic snarls of Saturday night in 
Times Square much worse, and ESU had to maneuver through the jam to get to the 
scene, where they spent several hours finding and disabling the components of a home-
made bomb—propane tanks, gasoline and fireworks.

The fire fighters’ decision to delay turning a hose onto the car and put in motion steps 
for further investigation of the scene later proved crucial. Several clues uncovered inside 
the vehicle helped the FBI swiftly track down and arrest the driver before he was able to 
leave the country. . . .

Both Barvels and Kazan agreed the training they have received over the years, from the 
basic level to post-9/11 terror attack response training, gave them the skills to help foil 
the attempted terrorist attack in Times Square.

The New York City Fire Department (FDNY) response to this incident has 
been described as “textbook.” First, they recognized that this car fire was 
abnormal—that it was, in fact, a terrorist car bomb—based on the high-profile 
location of the vehicle, the unusual status of the car, and the location of the hot 
spot inside. Their actions indicate excellent situational awareness and even an 
expectation that a supposedly normal event might not be normal.

Next, they altered their approach to dealing with the situation and called for 
specialized police and fire resources. They also expanded their normal perim-
eter to improve the safety of the public. These actions show that they were not 
bound by a rigid standard operating procedure. Rather, they adopted a coun-
terterrorism protocol, which involved knowing the existence of and calling on 
dedicated, unique capabilities, and taking additional steps to protect the public. 
In this case, the firefighters and police had the experience, training, proce-
dures, and equipment needed to respond successfully to the attack.

This FDNY and New York City Police Department (NYPD) success was not 
a matter of chance. Rather, the firefighters were sensitive to the threat, had 
received counterterrorism training, and the fire and police departments had 
put in place the necessary protocols and specialized equipment to deal with the 
attempted attack without accidentally triggering the device.




