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We judge that most jihadist groups—both well-known and newly formed—will use 
improvised explosive devices and suicide attacks focused primarily on soft targets to 
implement their asymmetric warfare strategy, and that they will attempt to conduct sus-
tained terrorist attacks in urban environments. Fighters with experience in Iraq are a 
potential source of leadership for jihadists pursuing these tactics.

▸▸ CBRN capabilities will continue to be sought by jihadist groups. While Iran, and 
to a lesser extent Syria, remain the most active state sponsors of terrorism, many 
other states will be unable to prevent territory or resources from being exploited 
by terrorists. Anti-US and anti-globalization sentiment is on the rise and fueling 
other radical ideologies. This could prompt some leftist, nationalist, or separatist 
groups to adopt terrorist methods to attack US interests. The radicalization pro-
cess is occurring more quickly, more widely, and more anonymously in the Internet 
age, raising the likelihood of surprise attacks by unknown groups whose members 
and supporters may be difficult to pinpoint.

▸▸ We judge that groups of all stripes will increasingly use the Internet to commu-
nicate, propagandize, recruit, train, and obtain logistical and financial support.

Excerpt: National Strategy for Combating Terrorism30

Today’s Realities in the War on Terror—Challenges

▸▸ Terrorist networks today are more dispersed and less centralized. They are more 
reliant on smaller cells inspired by a common ideology and less directed by a 
central command structure.

▸▸ While the United States Government and its partners have thwarted many attacks, 
we have not been able to prevent them all. Terrorists have struck in many places 
throughout the world, from Bali to Beslan to Baghdad.

▸▸ While we have substantially improved our air, land, sea, and border security, our 
Homeland is not immune from attack.

▸▸ Terrorists have declared their intention to acquire and use weapons of mass 
destruction (WMD) to inflict even more catastrophic attacks against the United 
States, our allies, partners, and other interests around the world.

▸▸ Some states, such as Syria and Iran, continue to harbor terrorists at home and 
sponsor terrorist activity abroad.
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