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Pakistan, we are working with the government to address the local, regional, and global 
threat from violent extremists.

We will achieve these objectives with a strategy comprised of three components.

▸▸ First, our military and International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) partners 
within Afghanistan are targeting the insurgency, working to secure key population 
centers, and increasing efforts to train Afghan security forces. These military 
resources will allow us to create the conditions to transition to Afghan responsi-
bility. In July 2011, we will begin reducing our troops responsibly, taking into 
account conditions on the ground. We will continue to advise and assist 
Afghanistan’s Security Forces so that they can succeed over the long term.

▸▸ Second, we will continue to work with our partners, the United Nations, and the 
Afghan Government to improve accountable and effective governance. As we 
work to advance our strategic partnership with the Afghan Government, we are 
focusing assistance on supporting the President of Afghanistan and those minis-
tries, governors, and local leaders who combat corruption and deliver for the 
people. Our efforts will be based upon performance, and we will measure prog-
ress. We will also target our assistance to areas that can make an immediate and 
enduring impact in the lives of the Afghan people, such as agriculture, while sup-
porting the human rights of all of Afghanistan’s people—women and men. This 
will support our long-term commitment to a relationship between our two coun-
tries that supports a strong, stable, and prosperous Afghanistan.

▸▸ Third, we will foster a relationship with Pakistan founded upon mutual interests 
and mutual respect. To defeat violent extremists who threaten both of our coun-
tries, we will strengthen Pakistan’s capacity to target violent extremists within its 
borders, and continue to provide security assistance to support those efforts. To 
strengthen Pakistan’s democracy and development, we will provide substantial 
assistance responsive to the needs of the Pakistani people, and sustain a long-
term partnership committed to Pakistan’s future. The strategic partnership that we 
are developing with Pakistan includes deepening cooperation in a broad range of 
areas, addressing both security and civilian challenges, and we will continue to 
expand those ties through our engagement with Pakistan in the years to come.

Deny Safe Havens and Strengthen At-Risk States: Wherever al-Qa’ida or its terrorist 
affiliates attempt to establish a safe haven—as they have in Yemen, Somalia, the 
Maghreb, and the Sahel—we will meet them with growing pressure. We also will 
strengthen our own network of partners to disable al-Qa’ida’s financial, human, and 
planning networks; disrupt terrorist operations before they mature; and address potential 
safe havens before al-Qa’ida and its terrorist affiliates can take root. These efforts will 
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