
2  U.S. Intelligence  63

“INTs” you think will be most useful in gathering this intelligence and the intelligence 
organizations that will provide you support.

Roles:

▸▸ Director, Defense Intelligence Agency, DOD

▸▸ Director, Intelligence and Research, State Department

▸▸ Director of intelligence, FBI

▸▸ Undersecretary for intelligence, DHS

RESEARCH ISSUE

As noted in the text, this week’s question asks you to assess whether or not 
fusion centers have been effective in meeting their primary function, sharing 
terrorism-related information between state, local, private-sector, and federal 
officials.

Prepare a five-page paper providing your assessment of this question. You 
should begin by looking at the two reports cited in the text—the key judgments 
from both of which are provided below. You should also cite at least two addi-
tional sources in your paper.

Excerpt: Federal Support for and Involvement  
in State and Local Fusion Centers22

Executive Summary

Sharing terrorism-related information between state, local and Federal officials is crucial 
to protecting the United States from another terrorist attack. Achieving this objective was 
the motivation for Congress and the White House to invest hundreds of millions of tax-
payer dollars over the last nine years in support of dozens of state and local fusion centers 
across the United States.23

(Continued)

The following excerpt from the Senate report shows a negative view of 
fusion center performance.




