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for reporting suspicious activity; and implement an integrated approach to our counterter-
rorism information systems to ensure that the analysts, agents, and officers who protect 
us have access to all relevant intelligence throughout the government. We are improving 
information sharing and cooperation by linking networks to facilitate Federal, state, and 
local capabilities to seamlessly exchange messages and information, conduct searches, 
and collaborate. We are coordinating better with foreign partners to identify, track, limit 
access to funding, and prevent terrorist travel. Recognizing the inextricable link between 
domestic and transnational security, we will collaborate bilaterally, regionally, and 
through international institutions to promote global efforts to prevent terrorist attacks.

Strengthen Aviation Security: We know that the aviation system has been a particular 
target of al-Qa’ida and its affiliates. We must continue to bolster aviation security world-
wide through a focus on increased information collection and sharing, stronger passen-
ger vetting and screening measures, the development and deployment of advanced 
screening technologies, and cooperation with the international community to strengthen 
aviation security standards and efforts around the world.

Deny Terrorists Weapons of Mass Destruction: To prevent acts of terrorism with the 
world’s most dangerous weapons, we are dramatically accelerating and intensifying 
efforts to secure all vulnerable nuclear materials by the end of 2013, and to prevent the 
spread of nuclear weapons. We will also take actions to safeguard knowledge and capa-
bilities in the life and chemical sciences that could be vulnerable to misuse.

Deny Al-Qa’ida the Ability to Threaten the American People, Our Allies, Our Partners and 
Our Interests Overseas: Al-Qa’ida and its allies must not be permitted to gain or retain 
any capacity to plan and launch international terrorist attacks, especially against the 
U.S. homeland. Al-Qa’ida’s core in Pakistan remains the most dangerous component of 
the larger network, but we also face a growing threat from the group’s allies world-
wide. We must deny these groups the ability to conduct operational plotting from any 
locale, or to recruit, train, and position operatives, including those from Europe and 
North America.

Afghanistan and Pakistan: This is the epicenter of the violent extremism practiced by al-
Qa’ida. The danger from this region will only grow if its security slides backward, the 
Taliban controls large swaths of Afghanistan, and al-Qa’ida is allowed to operate with 
impunity. To prevent future attacks on the United States, our allies, and partners, we must 
work with others to keep the pressure on al-Qa’ida and increase the security and capac-
ity of our partners in this region.

In Afghanistan, we must deny al-Qa’ida a safe haven, deny the Taliban the ability to 
overthrow the government, and strengthen the capacity of Afghanistan’s security forces 
and government so that they can take lead responsibility for Afghanistan’s future. Within 
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