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In addition to this principal enemy, a host of other groups and individuals also use terror 
and violence against innocent civilians to pursue their political objectives. Though their 
motives and goals may be different, and often include secular and more narrow territo-
rial aims, they threaten our interests and those of our partners as they attempt to over-
throw civil order and replace freedom with conflict and intolerance. Their terrorist tactics 
ensure that they are enemies of humanity regardless of their goals and no matter where 
they operate.

For our terrorist enemies, violence is not only justified, it is necessary and even glori-
fied—judged the only means to achieve a world vision darkened by hate, fear, and 
oppression. They use suicide bombings, beheadings, and other atrocities against innocent 
people as a means to promote their creed. Our enemy’s demonstrated indifference to 
human life and desire to inflict catastrophic damage on the United States and its friends 
and allies around the world have fueled their desire for weapons of mass destruction. We 
cannot permit the world’s most dangerous terrorists and their regime sponsors to 
threaten us with the world’s most destructive weapons.

For the enemy, there is no peaceful coexistence with those who do not subscribe to their 
distorted and violent view of the world. They accept no dissent and tolerate no alterna-
tive points of view. Ultimately, the terrorist enemy we face threatens global peace, inter-
national security and prosperity, the rising tide of democracy, and the right of all people 
to live without fear of indiscriminate violence.




