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Have the abbreviations been used correctly in thefollowing
sentences? Correct the sentences that have errors.

1. COhas no smell and is colourless. Incorrect, because () the text sounds non-
specialist, and (b) because it isn't good style to start a sentence with a
symbol like this.

‘Should be: Carbon Monoxide (CO) has no smell and is colourless.

2. The alternating current power supply was set to 50 Hz. Incorrect, because

ACis a commonly-known abbreviation.

Should be either:

The AC current power supply was set to 50 Hz. O

The Alternating Current (AC) power supply was set to 50 Hz.

3. Research into climate change can receive funding from DECC (The
Department of Energy and Climate Change).

Incorrect. Should be: Research into climate change can receive funding from
The Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC).

4. Designers will generally use CAD to enhance their creation and ensure

accuracy. Computer Aided Design is common in many disciplines, including

architecture, mechanical engineering, and product design.
Incorrect. Should be: Designers will generally use Computer Aided Design
(CAD) to enhance their creation and ensure accuracy. CAD is common
in many disciplines, including architecture, mechanical engineering, and
product design.

5. The freedom of information act (FOI) 2000 allows the public to access any.
recorded information held by public authorities.
Incorrect because full name needs capital letters: The Freedom of Information
act (FOI) 2000 allows the public to access any recorded information held by
public authorities.

6. The water was heated to 100 degrees centigrade (°C). Incorrect because
this abbreviation is very common, and known by all.
‘Should be: The water was heated to 100 °C.

7. Many mammals nurture their young for long periods. E
with their mother for up to two years.
Incorrect because we shouldn’t start a new sentence with the abbreviation
‘eg.". Should be: Many mammals nurture their young for long periods. For

. leopard cubs stay

‘example, leopard cubs stay with their mother for up to twoyears.

8 There was widespread panic buying, looting etc, following the collapse of the
national currency.
Incorrect. Don't use ‘etc” in academic writing.




