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Look at the underlined verbs in this extract from the method section of a
physics lab report. What tense is used and how does the writer create an
objective, impersonal style?

Afirst reading at the point where the image on the screen JIER

PPIIPISET to be sharpest. Then upper and lower bound readings FYEPETSy

around this point by adjusting the lens position until the image became
unambiguously out of focus in either direction. These bounded readings
[P to estimate the error in the focal length of the lens...

Tense: past simple (because it was done in the past)

Style: passive voice (in purple) to keep the writing objective, rather than personal

(see Chapter 7, Writing in academic style).




